Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 180 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.112; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.5.
In the title compound, C 18 H 21 NO 4 , the hydrogenated sixmembered ring of the carbazole unit adopts a half-chair conformation. The dioxolane ring and ethylacetate substituent point to opposite sides of the carbazole plane. The ethylacetate substituent adopts an essentially fully extended conformation, and its mean plane forms a dihedral angle of 83.8 (1) with respect to the carbazole mean plane. The molecules are arranged into stacks in which the carbazole planes form a dihedral angle of 4.4 (1) and have an approximate interplanar separation of 3.6 Å .
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For background literature and synthesis details, see: Ulven & Kostenis (2005 , 2006 . For a related structure, see: Bjerrum et al. (2009 Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids shown at 50% probability for non-H atoms. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none
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